Sefton Citations

PC Sarah Harwood
PC Sarah Harward is part of the mounted police section within the South Wales Police (SWP) Force. As a keen horse rider, cyclist and motorbiker, Sarah appreciates the vulnerability of horses on roads and the associated concerns with riding on roads along with other road users. Sarah has been instrumental with engaging South Wales Police in the need to run initiatives around equestrian road safety, and in 2023 came very close to be able to start an initiative called Operation Arabis (which is also known at the BHS as Operation Close Pass) but unfortunately the operation was called off a few weeks prior to go live.. Sarah’s tenacity and commitment to supporting road safety for horses though meant she kept the initiative burning and contacted the British Horse Society in May 2024 just as the new National Manager for Wales, Angela, was starting in the role. Sarah and Angela met up and shared ideas on what could work best. Sarah once again started to try to set up Operation Arabis, and additionally in the run up collaborated with The BHS on social media posts to help increase engagement beforehand. The social media posts were very popular which meant Through working with the BHS Sarah was able to gain the support and resource needed from SWP to run Operation Arabis over a 3 day period in 3 different areas within South Wales with support from other Police teams, Specials and the Welsh BHS Team and Safety Team.  During the  3 day Operation where Sarah herself road as a civilian, many drivers were stopped and educated on how to pass horses safely.  To see the impact of the Operation please see the links to these videos on South Wales Police Facebook page regarding Operation Arabis and Sarah's interview, as well as the promotional videos created which received over 1.6k likes!

PC Emily Thomas
PC Emily Thomas has played a significant role in promoting, improving and supporting the BHS in Wiltshire to educate all road users and to make drivers aware of what to do if they encounter a horse on the road. Emily has built a strong working partnership with the Wiltshire BHS Committee and has taken the leading role in our collaborative Rural Safety Tour events since there conception over three years ago. Thanks to her expert knowledge and her ability to engage with the public, whether they are 2 or 82, her friendly, positive and patient manner has helped enormously to spread the BHS Dead Slow message.

Lesley Broadhurst
Lesley has been a BHS volunteer since 1985! Her passion and dedication is clear in the time she has given to support the society alone. Specific to this award for her services to equestrian safety, Lesley took on the role of ESA in October 2018 and within this time she has created a profound impact on local equestrian safety by regularly monitoring reports to the BHS and responding in ways which improve knowledge, awareness and impact. Lesley has been a fantastic advocate for the BHS, she has proactively reached out to key stakeholders in her local area and forged good relationships, focused on making things safer for everyone, to include attending  local cycling events , dog shows and dog charity events with a stand displaying info and chatting to dog owners about horses on the roads, a local driving forum and local speed patrols with rural crime teams.  Her work is critical to supporting our message that reporting to the BHS can have a positive impact and improve safety locally thanks to her dedication.  
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